
Connecting Neighbors 

Registration Form 

Church: _______________________________ 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________  

City: __________________________________ 

State/Zip: ______________________________ 

Contact:  _______________________________ 

Email: _________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________________ 

Does your church have a Disaster Response Plan? 

___Yes ___No ___ I don’t know  

Comments / Specific Questions:  

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

____________________________________

_ 

When disaster strikes, the local church usually provides the first 
response. The visible presence of the church is an essential and 
effective ministry that brings God’s hope and healing to people 

in times of crisis. 

Why a Church Plan? 

 The local church is a place where people connect—with 

God, with each other, and with the community. 

 People naturally turn to the church in times of crisis, seek-

ing meaning, peace, and healing. 

 A church that is prepared can help mitigate the emotional 
and spiritual impact of disaster, and may be a place of 

hospitality and sanctuary in a time of critical need. 

 A plan can speed the immediate response and help lessen
those feelings of confusion, loneliness, and isolation that

are so common after disasters.

Inspiring congregations and communities 
to be better able to minimize disaster-

caused harm to people and property and 
to respond to our neighbors in helpful, 

cooperative and caring ways on behalf of 
the church and in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  

 CONNECTING NEIGHBORS 



OUR MISSION 

United Methodist churches understand, in a foundational way, 
that our mission is to be the transformation the world needs. 
Our calling leads us to enter into disaster response as followers 
of Christ who earnestly seek to live our faith in ways that can 
transform communities…and the lives of those who are our 
neighbors. We must continually strive to become better than we 
are. That’s done by building competent local strength; by at-
tracting, training and managing our volunteers better; by pre-
paring our families, churches and communities to be better 

prepared for disaster; by being true to our collective mission. 

THE PROGRAM 

The Connecting Neighbors program has the goal of inspiring 
congregations and communities to be better able to minimize 
disaster-caused harm to people and property and to respond to 
our neighbors in helpful, cooperative and caring ways on behalf 

of the church and in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

The curriculum is broken into three modules.  They are designed 
to empower United Methodists to prepare for and respond to 

disasters  

TRAINING MODULES 

The Connecting Neighbors curriculum consists of an overview of disas-

ter ministry, three units and supporting handouts  

Overview: The Disaster Ministry Overview provides foundational 

information especially useful for modules 2 and 3. 

 Objectives: Participants will understand how our United 
Method-ist structure enhances the local church’s capabilities for 
disaster readiness and response.

 Target Audience: Everyone.  

Module 1: Ready Congregants focuses on preparing individuals 

and families to be disaster-ready. 

 Objectives: Participants will be inspired to take action in order 
to prepare themselves, their households and others before and 
immediately following a disaster.

 Target Audience: Everyone.  

Module 2: Ready Churches emphasizes the importance of protect-
ing church property and the people within the property, before and 
immediately following a disaster, and of appropriate use of church 

property in disaster response. 

 Objectives: Participants will (1) identify one or more steps to 
take in order to mitigate against disaster-caused damage to 
property; (2) identify one or more steps to take in order to pre-
vent harm to people who are present in or on church property 
when disasters or emergencies occur; and (3) be able to assess 
the utilization of church property following a disaster within or 
near the community of the church.

 Target Audience: Everyone, especially church leaders including, 
but not limited to, pastors, trustees, Sunday school superinten-
dent, lay leader, missions coordinator, treasurer and finance 
committee members, young adult and youth representatives, 
and others. 

TRAINING MODULES (Continued) 

Module 3: Ready Response encourages churches to explore their 
capacity for various disaster response ministries and to consider 

ways to engage community partners.  

 Objectives: Participants will (1) be able to identify at least one 
disaster ministry their church might be willing and able to im-
plement before and/or after a community disaster; and (2) initi-
ate a preliminary plan to engage the church and to cooperate 
with other households of faith and the community in order to be 
prepared to respond in the event of a disaster.

 Target Audience: Everyone interested in disaster-ready congre-
gations and communities, particularly mission and outreach 
personnel, lay leaders, United Methodist Women, United Meth-
odist Men, youth ministry leaders, lay servants and Stephen’s 
Ministers!  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Mississippi Conference  

Mississippi Conference Disaster Response Coordinator 
Mellie Jordan
disasters@mississippi-umc.org
662.736.6362


