
The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church

“WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY to strengthen our ability to make new 
disciples for Jesus Christ and to help existing disciples to grow in their faithfulness 
and fruitfulness through giving to four mission efforts outlined below.”  
                                                                                       – Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.    

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprentice-
ship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

This year’s mission offering will support:

Creating New Leadership  
to Create New Places for New People

Discipleship Formation for Laity
This new and innovative approach will help laity to grow spiritually 
through the following:

• Accountable Bible study
• Equipping and inspiring personal evangelism
• Being a spiritual leader without holding an official position in the church
• Living a Christ-like life from a Wesleyan model
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Creating New Places for New People
This new and innovative approach will help laity to grow 
spiritually through the following:

• Discovering the people God has already gifted and called 
to plant new congregations

• Exposing gifted persons to some of the best practices of 
planting new churches that will help increase the rate of 
effectiveness in planting new congregations

• Helping existing congregations and pastors discover that 
God is calling them to be parenting congregations for 
new churches

• Helping Mississippi United Methodists respond to God’s call to share their resources to support the 
starting of new churches

• Creating opportunities for Residence in Ministry for potential high impact pastors

Partnering with the Eurasia Area UMC
The office of Connectional Ministries of the Mississippi Annual Conference has partnered with the 

Eurasia Initiative for new places for new people and for disciple-
ship formation of laity.

District Missions
Each district highlights unique ministries in their local areas. A 
portion of the offering will be distributed to each district to under-
gird district ministries.

You are invited to offer your time and gifts toward the 2014 Session 
of the Mississippi Annual Conference Mission Offering. Here is how to help:

• Tell this story in your local churches and solicit contributions for this effort.
• Seek out individuals who desire to make sacrificial gifts to this effort.
• Speak to churches and individuals that need more information so we can increase our level of par-

ticipation in the churches of our annual conference.
• Pray that we will be faithful forming spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more 

disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

“I want to 
thank you in 
advance for the 
POWER of 
your prayers 
that launched  
our mission  
offering for  
the 2014 -  
2015 Annual  
Conference  

sessions.”  

– Bishop James 
E. Swanson Sr.
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